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VOICES AND VOTES: DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA

VIRTUAL 
PROGRAMS

Sarasota County’s Betty J. Johnson North Sarasota Public Library was selected by Florida 
Humanities to host the traveling Smithsonian exhibit titled Voices and Votes: Democracy in 
America. The exhibit will be at the library, which is located at 2801 Newtown Blvd., Sarasota from 
Aug. 15 to Oct. 10, 2020. 

did her part to save early American democracy by 
humanizing political foes and making strong 
difference of opinion tolerable (almost fun) in 
regular social gatherings that were so 
well-attended they became known as a "squeeze."  
Here we'll do our best to squeeze as many 
Sarasota citizens as possible onto a Zoom call, 
then we'll pose conversation topics to quickly 
rotating small groups — almost as if you were 
right there at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 

OUR VOTES COUNT: WOMEN AND THE 
RIGHT TO VOTE IN SARASOTA COUNTY   
Aug. 15 to Oct. 10
FACILITATOR: SARASOTA COUNTY 
HISTORICAL RESOURCES STAFF 
This local exhibit calls attention to the women 
who were among the first to register to vote in 
what is today's Sarasota County. For the first time, 
their names will be brought to light and 
celebrated during the 100th anniversary of 
women's suffrage in the United States. 

Sarasota County is excited to be the first library system in 
Florida to host this traveling exhibit, which is based on an 
exhibit currently on display at the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of American History in Washington, D.C. 

With 2020 being both an election year as well as the centennial 
of the passage of the 19th Amendment granting American 
women the right to vote, the exhibit serves as a great 
opportunity to educate the public about American democracy.

In addition to the exhibit at the library, there will be a series of 
virtual programs held thanks to a grant from the Gulf Coast 
Community Foundation.

March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, 
Aug. 28, 1963 by Rowland Scherman
Courtesy of National Archives and Records Administration

Register for all virtual programs online at 
scgov.net/library and sort programs using the 
"Voices and Votes" filter in the online calendar.

VIRTUAL KICKOFF: JOIN US FOR A 
DOLLY MADISON “SQUEEZE” FOR A 
NEW GENERATION OF AMERICANS  

Saturday, Aug. 15 | 2-3 p.m.
In celebration of the exhibit's arrival in Sarasota, we'll 
be hosting a digital "squeeze" in the tradition of First 
Lady Dolly Madison. While possibly most famous for 
rescuing the George Washington portrait when the 
British set the White House on fire in 1814, Madison 

Registrants will be emailed a Zoom invite 
prior to program. Visit zoom.us for more info.

To learn more about ClickMeeting, visit 
clickmeeting.com.ClickMeeting

The "Voices and Votes: Democracy in America” 
exhibit and related programming are brought to 
you by Florida Humanities and the Smithsonian 

Institution. We would also like to thank the Andrew 
W. Mellon Foundation for their generous support 

of this initiative and the Pulitzer Prizes for their 
partnership. Local support has been provided by 

the Gulf Coast Community Foundation.
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“A Woman Living Here Has 
Registered to Vote,” window 
sign for a home, 1919
Courtesy of National Museum of 
American History

National Woman’s Party march for woman’s suffrage, 
Washington, D.C. Feb. 14, 1917

Photograph, gift of Alice Paul Centennial Foundation, 
National Museum of American History




